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A new study finds
that sunscreenwearing swimmers
and surfers are
contributing to
killing coral reefs.
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Not even in nature can you have your cake and eat it too.Something that’s a boon for one species is a bane
for another. On the macro side, the food chain – one animal eats another to survive. And the the micro – birds
shitting on humans (not life or death, but still pretty bad). And according to a recent study, a new give-and-take
relationship has been found between sunscreen-wearing beachgoers and the ocean’s coral reefs.
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The study, released on Tuesday in the Environmental Contamination and Toxicology journal, reported that a
chemical found in certain sunblocks had a detrimental effect on coral. Oxybenzone, a chemical with a specialty in
absorbing light, is the culprit due to its highly toxic ability to break down coral rob it of life. The stuff is so potent
that the study claims it’ll damage reefs in minuscule measures – amounts equivalent to a single drop of water in
a half-dozen Olympic-sized pools.
While that’s frightening and all – what can this evil chemical due to human skin? According to a study by the
CDC, Oxybenzone can seep beneath the skin and result in cell damage. And for many people, the chemical
produces a severe allergic reaction. But perhaps the most terrifying aspect of Oxybenzone is that it is a hormone
modifier. This is where it affects coral’s ability to grow, with similar hormonal effects to birth control. Stu dies also
found that frequent use of products containing the chemical can result in a decrease in testosterone levels for
men – yikes!
All fears of a lost manhood aside, the world’s coral reefs have really been taking a hit lately. Just earlier this
month, another study showed that global warming is resulting in coral bleaching. And a world without reefs is a
world we don’t want to live in – the oceans supply 70% of the world’s oxygen and if they die, we die…and when
that starts to happen, our mass migration to Mars may have to happen a lot sooner than expected.
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The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing”….Edmund Burke

